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My Visit to Minoh
Brady Dyer _City Wide Councilor, Hutt City

During my recent trip to Minoh, I had the honour of meeting with Mayor
Kazuhiko Ueshima and Chairperson Shigechika Kamishiro at the Minoh City
Council. We discussed our cities' upcoming 30th anniversary and explored
potential projects to celebrate this milestone. Our conversations re/affirmed the |
strong bond between our sister cities and highlighted the shared anticipation for .
the Osaka World Expo '25. :

I also had productive discussions with Trees Neal and Noriko Ueno from the
Cultural and International Affairs Division, focusing on the funding of sister city
events and the collaborative relationship between Minoh City Council and the
Hutt Friendship Club. Our visit to Katsuo-ji Temple and the new developments
in Minoh, including a new train station and university, provided insights into the
city’s cultural and infrastructural growth.

A memorable evening was spent with the Hutt Friendship Club, where 1
experienced warm hospitality and engaging performances. The Mayor's atten-
dance and the heartfelt speeches underscored the importance of our relation-
ship. Singing with Trees Neal was a delightful highlight.

The following day, the Waiwhetu Marae group joined us for a cultural
exchange at Maple Hall. We participated in the Waterfall Walk, a serene experi-
ence that facilitated meaningful conversations and a rare sighting of monkeys at
the temples. -

Our meeting with the Minoh Association For Global Awareness (MAFGA) was =& = s LY
particularly fruitful. We discussed various ideas for the 30th anniversary, including school and art exchanges
virtual celebrations, and the creation of a Hutt City Garden in Minoh. The concept of a blended Japanese Torii
and Maori Waharoa symbolising our cultural fusion was especially inspiring.

Concluding my visit, I enjoyed karaoke with the Hutt Friendship Club, explored Minoh CBD, and visited the
Minoh Brewery. The idea of a beer collaboration for the anniversary was well received. My trip ended with a
heartfelt farewell from my host family and the Hutt Friendship Club members.

Overall, this trip significantly strengthened the bonds between our cities, and I am excited for the collab-
orative projects and cultural exchanges planned for the future.
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My dear Kendo and people in Miﬁoh Sue Lytollis

Over Golden Week this year myself and Liz Dutton, both instructors of
Yoshinkan (Hutt) Kendo Club, went to Kyoto to attempt 7th and 6th dan respec-
tively. I, as a 6th dan, wanted to compete in the Butokoden Demonstration
Matches in it's 120th year. As a young woman living in Kyoto I had visited this
competition and admired the fights there. Forty years later my bucket list dream
to be on the stage panned out. In between our gradings (sorry we did not pass)
and the Kyoto Demonstration match, we had time to spend a day in Minoh City.

This was a grand reunion not only with Mayor Kazuhiko Ueshima and other
very important officials, but also to catch up with friends from the Minoh-Hutt
Friendship club. We enjoyed the excitement of talking about the upcoming 30th
anniversary of Sister City relations with Minoh and what our prospective cities are ¥
planning.

After the meeting at the City Council building it was time, on a wet day, to
make the most of Minoh so our lovely group went to the Minoh Beer Brewery
which was also a 'bucket list' adventure. I particularly liked the use of the Saru in
the designs, so a bit of merchandise was purchased in the spirit of contributing to
the Minoh economy.

Then off we went for an afternoon in Osaka. It was great sharing memories
with the friendship team and I thank you all very much for showing us parts of Osaka I had never visit, includ-
ing the well worn Dotonburi entertainment area and various market streets.

No visit is complete without a lovely meal and (more beer) with the group before a trip back to Kyoto.

We hope that some of the Minoh-Hutt Friendship Group might find the time to visit Lower Hutt in 2025, to
help us celebrate this momentous occasion and we promise to share some interesting craft beer with you all.

Thank you again for your hospitality and ongoing friendship.
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Eikaiwa-Salon has been adjourned until the days we can restart it.
As for the Salon, we had had the heart-warming cooperation from many persons overseas.
We would like to express our sincere gratitude to those once again!
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